Come Join the
Migration Celebration!

Spring Wings is an annual
celebration of shorebird and
waterfowl migration through the
Lahontan Valley. Our mission is to
encourage growth of this
educational event, promote interest
in and awareness of the L.ahontan
Valley Wetlands.

The Lahontan Valley

Wetlands are recognized as a site
of international importance by the
Western Hemispheric Shorebird
Reserve Network, a ‘Globally
Important Bird Area’ by the American
Bird Conservancy, and an Tmportant
Bird Area’ by the Audubon Society.

The Spring Wings Festival
introduces the connection between
all aspects of the Lahontan Valley:
habitat, wildlife, history, humans,
and how the community works
together to protect and preserve

natural resources.

Take Part in the festival — go on
an expertly guided tour, visit the
fascinating exhibits, see special talks
and demonstrations, discover natutre
through hands-on activities, or
volunteer with the Spring Wings
organization.

Friday Evening
Special Presentation
Birding with the Best:

Ted Floyd

Oats Park Stage, 7:30 p.m.
Tickets - $20

Ted Floyd is Editor of ‘Birding
magazine, the flagship publication
of the American Birding
Association. Ted most recently
authored ‘Let’s Go Birding!’, an
introduction to birdwatching
featuring Ted’s approach of the
whole bird method to species

identification. Ted is a popular
speaker at festivals and outdoor
events because of his vast
knowledge of birding, ecology,
biology and conservation. He is
very familiar with the Carson
River Valley and wetlands of
Stillwater, as he lived in the Reno
area while authoring “A#las of the
Breeding Birds of Nevada’ (University
of Nevada Press, 2007). Ted is
matrried with two children and

lives in Colorado.

Friday ‘Sign and Wine’ Special

Ted Floyd signs copies of his

latest book, and ‘The Red Zinnia’
serves a selection of fine wines,
artisan cheeses and crackers for
tasting. Oats Park Exhibit Tent at

6:30 p.m.; $10/person.
[Must be 21 yrs. to attend]

Buy a book - enjoy a glass!
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TOURS — THE SPRING
WINGS TRADITION

Transportation provided on most tours
— vans depart Oats Park near the

Registration Tent on Court Street.
*¥ indicates tour is physically challenging

Half-Day Tours (3 — 5hrs)

FRIDAY AFTERNOON

Birding “Hot Spots” - Close, fun and
easy, these popular tours are geared for all
levels of birders. Trips offer quality birding
time with local experts. These tours fill
fast, register early! Two 3hr tours: 1p.m. -
10 seats; 1:30p.m. - 13 seats. Cost = $10.

Carson Lake: Wetlands in the Loop-
One of the most popular tours! Part of the
Globally Important Bird Area, the Carson
Lake wetlands are a great place to observe
seasonal migrants such as Avocet,
Dowitcher, Ibis, Curlew, gulls, terns, stilts
and a number of waterfowl. Stops at
viewing platforms for fantastic long-
distance viewing — bring the scopes! Tour
led by area birding experts. 1p.m. —
4:30p.m. 22 seats. Cost = $10.

Go Navy! Go Nature! - This shott, easy
walking tour offers excellent viewing
opportunities close to town. Join Gary
Cottle, Natural Resources Manager at Naval
Air Station (NAS) Fallon for a tour of the
Navy Wildlife Area and sections of the
valleys’ large irrigation network. Yellow-
headed blackbirds, Orioles, warblers, wrens,
herons, and waterfowl are readily seen.
1:30p.m. — 4p.m. 11 seats. Cost = $10.

Heavy Metal Birds (Top Gun Tonr) -
A one-of-a-kind chance to see birds of a
very different ‘feather’ at the Navy's tactical
aviation training facility — “Top Gun’. The
tour includes the air traffic control tower
overlooking the fighter jet flight line, the
extensive aircraft collection, and the official
Top Gun gift shop. 1p.m. — 4p.m.

14 seats. Cost = $10.



(Friday afternoon cont’d.)

Tule Trail Trek — take an easy 1 V2 mile
walk on this new trail at Stillwater National
Wildlife Refuge (NWR). Learn about the
Important Bird Area (IBA) status, see a
variety of migratory birds that have
discovered this pristine wetland, and view
them from the observation blind. Join
Robin Powell, Director of Nevada IBA
Programs, and Bob Goodman, naturalist
and professional photographer, on this trek.
1p.m. — 4:30p.m. 10 seats. Cost = $10.

Wet ‘n Wild! - Join Fish and Wildlife
Service (FWS) biologists Bill Henry & Bob
Flores on these fun, informative and scenic
tours of Stillwater NWR. See hundreds of
shorebirds and marsh birds such as Avocet,
Black-necked Stilt, Long-billed Dowitcher,
White-faced Ibis, terns, and a variety of
waterfowl. Many species of songbirds,
raptors and wildlife can also be seen.

1p.m. — 4:30p.m. 20 seats. Cost = $10.

Wetland Revived: A Success
Story - Be one of the first to visit this
beautiful & newly rejuvenated wetland
located on tribal land; observe numerous
shorebirds, waterfowl and lush vegetation.
Join FWS biologist Matt Wilson and learn
how the area was brought back to life
through hard work, determination and
cooperation (mixed with a little water too!)
1p.m. —4p.m. 11seats. Cost = $10.

SATURDAY MORNING

Carson Lake: Wetlands in the Loop -
one of the most popular tours! Part of the
Globally Important Bird Area within the
Lahontan Valley, the Carson Lake wetlands
are a great place to observe seasonal
migrants such as Avocet, Dowitcher, Ibis,
Curlew, gulls, terns, stilts and a number of
waterfowl. Stops at 3 elevated viewing
platforms allow for fantastic long-distance
viewing — bring the scopes! Tour led by
area birding experts. 8a.m. — 11a.m.

11 seats. Cost = $10.

Singing on the Wing - mid-May is the
peak of spring songbird migration in the
Lahontan Valley. Join Larry Neel, biologist
with NV Department of Wildlife NDOW),
on a special journey to observe songbirds in
their most colorful and showy plumages.
Latry discusses bird stopover sites and
other aspects of the mass migration.
Explore riparian habitats, fields and
pastures along the Carson River, then
popular songbird areas along Indian Lakes
Road, ‘S-Line’ and Harmon Reservoirs, the
tall trees on Stillwater Road, and the Navy’s
Nature Trail east of Fallon. 7a.m. —11a.m.
11 seats. Cost = $20.

Wet ‘n Wild! - Join FWS biologist Bill
Henry on this fun, informative and scenic
tour of Stillwater NWR. See hundreds of
shorebirds and marsh birds such as Avocet,
Black-necked Stilt, Long-billed Dowitcher,
White-faced Ibis, terns, and a vatiety of
waterfowl. Many species of marsh and
upland songbirds, raptors and wildlife can
also be seen. Come see what’s new at
Stillwater! 7:30a.m. — 11:30a.m.

11 seats. Cost = $10.

Wild for the Woodies! - Check Wood
duck nest boxes and assist with marking
new ducklings as you travel along the
Carson River with biologist Steve Olson,
University of Nevada-Reno (UNR).

Steve discusses ecology, research, banding,
trapping and monitoring of these beautiful

and unique ducks. 7a.m. —1la.m.
11 seats. Cost = $20.

SATURDAY AFTERNOON

Birding with the Best:

Ted Floyd - for those who know
birding, here is a once-in-a—lifetime
opportunity to experience a
personalized tour with one of the best
in the bird world, Ted Floyd. Ted is
the editor of Birding magazine, author
of several birding books, and very
familiar with the Fallon area. Don’t
miss this chance! 1:30p.m. —
4:30p.m. Only 13 seats available on
this tour — book now! Cost = $40.

Birding “Hot Spots” - Close, fun and
easy, these popular tours are geared for all
levels of birders. Trips offer quality birding
time with local experts. These tours fill
fast, register early! Two tours: Ip.m. &
2p.m. 11 seats/tour. Cost = $10.

Meander the Marsh by Kayak -

**[moderate physical exertion]

NEW this year! Bring a friend for this
fun, educational float in the marsh, courtesy
of Great Basin Sports, with assistance by
Spring Wings Vice President Jim Moore,
and Great Basin Bird Observatory expert
Jim Woods. Double seat kayaks offer a
safe, easy paddle through West Marsh on
Stillwater NWR. Get the bird’s-eye view of
this unique habitat as you search for the
elusive Bittern, Marsh wren and Sora rail,
along with ducks, shorebirds, muskrat and
raptors. Attendees must sign a liability
waiver, and go through water safety
instruction and equipment demo prior to
launch. No experience necessaty. Children
8 — 12yrs. must be accompanied by an
adult. 1p.m. —5p.m. 20 seats.

Cost = $25.



(Saturday afternoon, cont’d.)

Owl Prowl: ‘Whoooo’s Where’? —
Track down these nocturnal raptors in their
daytime roosts. Several species of owls are
found in the Lahontan Valley: Great
Horned, Barn, Short-eared, Long-eared,
Western Screech and Burrowing Owl.
Learn how to tell them apart by sight and
sound. 1p.m.—4p.m. 22seats.

Cost = $20.

Bats After Dark - Join Jenni Jeffers,
NDOW biologist, for a night of desert bat
viewing. A short presentation in the park
precedes the field trip. Observe bats as
they fly their daytime roost, and learn how
they locate prey in the dark. See equipment
used to study bats in the field, including the
ultrasonic bat call identification system -
ANA BAT. Wear sturdy shoes and
bring outwear for the cool night
temperatures. Flashlights provided.
Meet at the Registration Tent.

7p.m. - 11p.m. 22 seats. Cost = $20.

SATURDAY -
All-Day Tours (5 — 8+hts)

BIG DAY Bird Day! — Join veteran
Spring Wings birding guide Jim Eidel for an
intense, fast-paced, high-level bird census in
the Lahontan Valley. This is a ‘STOP,
COUNT, GOP tour, where the object is to
observe and record as many species as
possible in one day. Previous totals have
been over 150 species. Put your birding
skills to the test with one of the best!

7a.m. - 5p.m. 10 seats. Cost = $30.

Bring water & sack lunch.

Paradise Found: Big Den Creek and
Canyon — ** [Steep, strenuous hike]

The most scenic, rugged and diverse tour
offered, beautiful Big Den Creek and
Canyon is a birders’ paradise! The hike
begins at a campground in a Pinyon-Juniper
forest east of Fallon, at the lower end of the
canyon. Those not up to a steep hike can
bird the campground on their own. The
hike ends at the base of a waterfall in upper
Big Den Canyon, which narrows to just a
few feet at some points.

Look for reclusive Desert Bighorn sheep,
Sage Sparrow, Western Scrub Jay, &
Western Bluebird. Other possible species
seen are: Pinyon Jay, White-throated Swift,
Green-tailed Towhee, Black-headed
Grosbeak, Stellet's Jay, Western Tanager
warblers, and chickadees, along with
raptors soaring the skies above the canyon.
Time permitting, return stops may include
historic points of interest. Guides are: Kirk
Hardie & Will Richardson, Tahoe Institute
for Natural Science . Pre-registration
advised as this tour sells out fast!

Long pants, sturdy shoes, personal
birding gear advised. Bring water and
sack lunch. 7a.m. — 4p.m. 13 seats.
Cost = $30.

Pelicans and a Pyramid - A very
special tour of a very unique geological and
wildlife area, Pyramid Lake. Your guide is
Donna Withers, FWS biologist. Tour
includes lakeshore viewing of water birds,
unusual Tufa rock formations, and Anaho
Island, home of one of the largest breeding
colonies of American White Pelicans in
North America. A visit to Pyramid Lake
Paiute Tribal Museum is planned, along
with Marble Bluff Fish Hatchery if
spawning is scheduled. Van from park:
7a.m. - 12 noon. 11 seats. Cost = $20.

Carpool: meet at Nixon store on State
Route 446/447, 8a.m. Cost = $10.

Saving Walker Lake - A watery gem
amidst the arid land, Walker Lake is a
treasure worth discovering! Join outdoor
photographer and Walker Lake naturalist
Bob Goodman for this full day trip, and
learn more about this threatened desert
resource. Walker Lake is one of only five
relatively fresh, deep water terminal lakes in
the world supporting a substantial fishery.
The lake is home to threatened native
Lahontan cutthroat trout and is a critical
stopover for migrating water birds,
including common loons. Bring water &
sack lunch. 8a.m. - 5p.m. 10 seats.
Cost = $30.

SUNDAY MORNING

Birding Beginnings - for novice
birders; join NDOW biologist Dave
Catalano for a close-to-town tour of
some of the better seasonal bird haunts.
Bird books, binoculars provided.

8a.m. — 12 noon. 11 seats. Cost = $10.

Birding “Hot Spots” - Close, fun and
easy, these popular tours are geared for all
levels of birders. Trips offer quality birding
time with local experts. These tours fill
fast, register early! 7:30a.m. —10:30a.m..
21 seats/tour. Cost = $10.

Carson Lake: Wetlands in the Loop -
One of the most popular tours! Part of the
Globally Important Bird Area, the Carson
Lake wetlands are a great place to observe
seasonal migrants such as Avocet, Ibis,
Dowitcher, Curlew, gulls, terns, stilts and a
number of waterfowl. Three elevated
viewing towers allow for fantastic long-
distance viewing — bring the scopes! Tour
led by area birding experts. 7a.m. — 11a.m.
11 seats. Cost = $10.

Into the Wild: Raptor Release —
Celebrate as one or more rehabilitated
raptors are returned to the wild! Jenni
Jeffers, NDOW Biologist, explains how
people can help injured birds, and then will
release a rehabilitated raptor. Bring your
cameras and other outdoor gear for this
short and inspiring tour. Meet at the
Barkley Theater parking lot, catpool to
the release site. 10:30a.m. —12:30p.m.
FREE!

Secrets of the Slough - Located
northeast of Hazen, between Fernley and
Fallon, is a long, narrow patch of
wetlands called Massie Slough.
Surrounded by miles of desert scrub, the
slough attracts a host of marsh birds,
waterfowl, and songbirds. The shape of
the wetland allows excellent viewing
opportunities of secretive birds usually
hiding deep in the marsh. The tour
crosses both the Emigrant Trail west of
Fallon, and the infamous ‘Forty-mile
Desert’ before returning. Jim Woods,
Lahontan Audubon Society.

7a.m. — 12 noon. 11 seats. Cost = $20.



(Sunday morning, cont’d.)

Singing on the Wing - Mid-May is
the peak of spring songbird migration in
the Lahontan Valley. Join Larry Neel,
NDOW biologist, on a special journey to
observe songbirds in their most colorful
and showy plumages. Larry discusses
bird stopover sites and other aspects of
the mass migration. Explore riparian
habitats, fields and pastures along the
Carson River, then popular songbird
areas along Indian Lakes Road, ‘S-Line’
and Harmon Resetvoirs, the tall trees on
Stillwater Road, and the Navy’s Nature
Trail east of Fallon. 7a.m. — 11a.m.

11 seats. Cost = $20.

Wet ‘n Wild! - Join FWS biologist Bill
Henry on this fun, informative and scenic
tour of Stillwater NWR. See hundreds of
shorebirds and marsh birds such as Avocet,
Black-necked Stilt, Long-billed Dowitcher,
White-faced Ibis, terns, and a variety of
waterfowl. Many species of marsh and
upland songbirds, raptors and wildlife may
be seen. Come see what’s new at Stillwater!
8a.m. — 12 noon. 10 seats. Cost = $10.

Wetland Revived: A Success

Story - Be one of the first to visit this
beautiful & newly rejuvenated wetland
located on tribal land; observe numerous
shorebirds, waterfowl and lush vegetation.
Join FWS biologist Matt Wilson and learn
how the area was brought back to life
through hard work, determination and
cooperation (mixed with a little water too!)
8a.m. — 12 noon. 11 seats.

Cost = $10.

Wild for the Woodies! - Check Wood
Duck nest boxes on the Carson River with
UNR biologist Steve Olson. He discusses
Wood Duck ecology, research, banding,
and trapping methods to monitor these
beautiful and unique ducks. Help band
ducklings if found, as part of this research.
8a.m. — 12 noon. 11 seats. Cost = $20.

SATURDAY in the PARK —
Exhibits, Presentations
Activities

* Exhibits, Vendors open Saturday -
May 15 from 12 noon to 5p.m.

* Exhibits and Presentations are
FREE, fun and educational for the
whole family!

* Check Registration Tent for the
schedule of Featured Presenters.

Exhibits & Activities — Exhibits
from area agencies and organizations
are located near the Registration Tent;
many offer fun, hands-on activities for
the whole family that let you explore
the natural world. Enjoy live music by
Fallon band “Ten-Ta-Midnight” as
they perform on the Oats Park stage in
the afternoon.

Vendors — arts, crafts, food, and more
will be in Oats Park from 12noon —

5p.m.

Featured Park Presentations

Located at the Presentation Tent or the
Oats Park Stage, topics cover a variety
of outdoor interests and activities.

All programs are FREE!

Birding Basics — for novice birders in
the Fallon community!

Learn the basics of birding in this
introductory talk by Mike Goddard,
Stillwater NWR Manager, assisted by
members of the Lahontan Audubon
Society. Birding is the fastest growing
pastime in the country, and a great way for
the whole family to enjoy the outdoors! Get
outside and get into birding the right way!
FREE! 8a.m. - 9a.m. Presentation
Tent. NOTE: preference for the tour
following this talk given to the first 18
people; sign up at the Registration Tent.

Raptor Rap-Up Close — Learn about
native birds of prey, see several up-close
and personal, and hear about their amazing
life history. Jenni Jeffers, NDOW biologist,
will show several birds, including nocturnal
species rarely seen by most people.
Photographs permitted with handler
approval. 11:30a.m. — 12:15p.m.
Presentation Tent. FREE!

Ducks on the Wing — Dave Stanley,
Canvasback Gun Club President and avid
sportsman, will share his tips and tricks
from years of experience to help identify
waterfowl at a distance; fun and educational
for the whole family! 12:15p.m. — 2:45p.m.
Presentation Tent. FREE!

BONUS! - All attendees receive a copy
of ‘Ducks at a Distance’ field guide.

Amazing Birds of Prey — Master

Falconer Marie Gaspari-Crawford of Reno
will share her experiences of life with these
awesome birds! The 45 min. program
details the colorful history of falconry, bird
ecology, and how to become a licensed
falconer. A flying demonstration of a
Gyrfalcon and a Red-Tail Hawk follow the
talk. Visit with the birds and take photos!
Two shows: 12:45p.m. —1:30p.m. &
2:45p.m. — 3:30p.m. Presentation Tent
and Oats Park stage. FREE!

Important Bird Areas — What are these
unique areas, how do they become
‘Important’, and where in Nevada are they?
Robin Powell, NV Director of Audubon
IBA programs. 1:30p.m. — 2p.m.
Presentation Tent. FREE!

‘People of the Marsh’ — travel back in
time to experience eatly life for the people
known as ‘cattail eaters’. JoAnn Peden, a
Reno filmmaker, will show her 30 min.
documentary [filmed on location in the
Stillwater marsh] featuring native Paiute-
Shoshone culture, lifestyle and traditional
use of plants and animals. 2p.m. —
2:45p.m. Presentation Tent. FREE!

BONUS! - All attendees receive a copy
of the book ‘People of the Marsh’.



Tour Basics — please read carefully

prior to arrival:

* Transportation is provided for all
tours unless otherwise noted (Pyramid
Lake and Into the Wild offer carpool
options). Vans depart from and return to
Oats Park. Arrive at least 15 min. early
for tour check- in.

* Tours marked [**] are strenuous;
participants should be in good physical
condition!

* Be prepared for May weather
conditions; bring rain gear, sturdy
footwear and layered clothing.
Binoculars, scopes, field guides and
other field gear is advised, along with
water and snacks you may need.

* Every effort will be made to depart
and return on time; however situations
may arise that prevent a return at the
exact time listed.

Event Disclaimer:

Tours are taken at your own risk:
All possible safety precautions are taken
by festival organizers and tour leaders.
In certain instances, a tour leader may
request you sign a waiver prior to
admittance on the tour. Tours with
[**] include moving over steep, uneven
or rough terrain. Some tours require a
minimum number of people, and may
be cancelled or changed if this
minimum is not met.

Tour Cancellation and
Refund Policy:

Cancellations: Spring Wings reserves
the right to cancel any event for any
reason. You will receive a full refund
for any paid event WE cancel. If you
must cancel a paid registration, you will
receive a full refund if done before

May 7.

Sorry, no refunds after May 7.
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Saturday Evening
Special Performance

OMia g o
hilarious comedy improv troupe has
appeared at colleges and theaters
around the country, as well as on
Comedy Central, PBS, The Today
Show, and at Lincoln Center in New
York City. This bunch of comedy nuts
leaves no topic unscathed with their
unique take on current trends — real or
imagined! This show is hailed as one of
the funniest nights out in New York
City, or Fallon NV! This one-night-
only performance is presented by the
Churchill Arts Council.

Barkley Theatre, 7 p.m.

Premium seats (limited number) -

(Recommended for mature andiences)
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How to Register

Registration Options:

C/ t—yhis L | NOmliheSth@ safest, fastest way to

register: Www.springwings.org
PayPal option now available!

Mail: for a mail-in form, please call:
(866) 432-5566

Walk-up registration, check-in:

The Spring Wings Registration Tent is
open for walk-up registration and pre-
registered tour check-in:

- Friday, May 14 12p.m. — 7:30p.m.

- Saturday, May 15 6a.m. — 7:30p.m.
- Sunday, May 16 7a.m. — 8a.m.

Please allow at least 15 min. prior to
tour departure for check-in!

Registration is located on the Court
Street side of Oats Park (see map last
page). If you pre-register for tours, you
must check in here first to receive your

tour packet.

Pre-registration is strongly

recommended to ensure your first

choice of tours and events. Space is

Iimited on all tours, and most fill

quickly. First come-first served.

Note: Lunch is NOT provided on
tours. Please bring a sack lunch and
water on all-day tours. Food vendors
are available in the park Saturday 11a.m.
— 5p.m. only. Limited snack items and
water will be sold at the Spring Wings
Store in the Registration Tent Friday,
Saturday and Sunday.
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http://www.springwings.org/

Getting Here

Oats Park is located on the east side of
Fallon; off Hwy. 50 — W. Williams Ave.
Turn South on W. Park Street, continue
1 block to Oats Park. Watch for signs.
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For online driving directions to Oats
Park, cut and paste either of the links
below into your web browser:
Mapquest:
http://www.mapquest.com/mq/2-

C7THKZHhpx*9H

Google maps: http://maps.google.com
type in: 215 West Park Street
Fallon NV 89406

Contact Us

For lodging, dining, shopping
and other local information:

Call: (866) 432-5566

Visit: www.springwings.org

email: info@springwings.or:
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Festival Partners
and Sponsors

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; Fallon
Convention & Tourism Authority;
Lahontan Audubon Society; Butreau of
Reclamation; Red Zinnia Gifts; NV
Department of Wildlife; Charter
Communications; CC Communications;
Great Basin Sports; Great Basin Bird
Observatory; University/NV-Reno; Fallon
Youth Club; Canvasback Gun Club; NAS-
Fallon; Tahoe Institute for Natural Science;
Nevada Waterfowl Association; Patchwork
Piggies; Fallon Stitchers; Hearts of Gold
Quilters.

Updated activity schedules, event
bird checklists, sponsors, vendors
and exhibitors are displayed at the
main Registration Tent — stop by for
more information!
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